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What  Is  Your  Record? 

The  branch,  district  and  mission  clerks  and  secretaries  arc  each  week 
making  records  of  the  Church  meetings  and  work  being  accomplished.  Each 
one  of  us  is  making  a  daily  record  of  our  thoughts  and  acts.  We  are 
told  that  "another  book  was  opened,  which  was  the  book  of  life,  but  the 
dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things  which  were  written  in  the  books, 
according  to  their  work."  The  D&C  in  Section  128,  verse  7,  further  tells 
us  that  this  book  of  life  is  the  record  which  is  kept  in  Heaven. 

What  does  our  record  in  Heaven  show?  Does  it  show  we  are  fully 
dedicated  to  the  assignment  we  have  accepted  in  the  Kingdom  of  our 
Father?  Are  we  "anxiously  engaged  in  learning  our  duty  and  then  doing 
it  to  the  best  of  our  ability?  Are  we  constantly  striving  to  improve  our 
ability  in  doing  the  work? 

If  our  assignment  is  one  of  record  keeping,  we  can  study  the  words 
of  Elder  Delbert  Stapley  written  in  the  August,  1969,  Improvement  Era.  He 
said,  "Reports  need  to  be  complete,  accurate,  legible,  neat,  and  in  on 
time.  They  should  provide  information  upon  which  valid  decisions  can 
be  made." 

Whatever  our  Church  job  may  be,  we  have  others  depending  on  us — 
to  keep  an  appointment,  to  teach  a  class,  to  gather  special  information,  to 
solve  a  difficult  Church  problem,  to  train  those  under  us  to  be  devoted  to 
the  Church,  to  answer  a  letter,  to  know  our  job  so  well  that  we  serve  as 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  help  ourselves  and 
others  achieve  Eternal  Life. 

When  Sister  Donna  Packer  recently  visited  our  mission,  she  referred 
to  one  of  her  daughters  as  the  "do  it  now  girl".  She  said  that  the  children 
were  given  responsibilities  to  perform  in  the  home.  This  little  girl  was 
anxious  to  get  her  assignment  and  as  soon  as  she  got  it,  she  went  ahead 
and  did  that  work  as  quickly  and  efficiently  as  possible  so  she  would  have 
it  behind  her  and  have  the  remainder  of  her  free  time  to  spend  as  she  saw 
fit.  Oh  how  I  wish  each  of  us  were  a  "do  it  now"  person.  I  wish  we  were 
so  concerned  and  so  anxiously  engaged  in  our  Church  assignments  that  we 
could  not  rest  until  the  assignment  was  finished. 

Brother  Nate  Hale  of  the  MIA  General  Board  said  some  months  ago 
that  people  could  be  grouped  into  various  categories.  Among  those  cate- 
gories were  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yes-No".  These  people  say  they  will  do  a  job, 
but  when  it  comes  to  doing  it.  they  put  it  off  and  do  other  things  which 
they  feel  are  more  important.  If  you  have  enough  time  to  wait  and  wait, 
and  to  be  inconvenienced  by  this  type  of  person,  eventually  he  may  get 
the  job  done.  He  said  he  liked  Mr.  and  Mrs.  "No  No"  better  because 
when  you  asked  them  to  do  a  job,  they  said  "No"  and  meant  "No"  so  you 
knew  how  to  plan  and  found  someone  else  to  do  the  work,  like  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  "Yes-Yes". 

Special  servants  of  the  Lord  have  promised  that  there  is  going  to  be 
great  growth  in  the  South  African  Mission.  The  growth  can  be  speeded 
up  if  each  of  us  becomes  more  dependable,  more  "anxiously  engaged"  to 
sec  that  we  are  doing  our  job  the  best  we  can.  We  are  on  the  right  track. 
What  we  now  need  is  to  push  the  throttle  to  full  speed  ahead  and  fill  our 
Church  assignment  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability.  We  need  to  work  harder 
and  faster. 

*  Socrates    said,    "Let    him    that    would    move    the    world    first    move 
himself." 

*  You  will  never  "find  time"  for  anything.  If  you  want  time,  you  must 
make  it. 

(Continued    on    page    307) 
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EDITORIAL 

II    tltou    lk«k%<    ought    cftgAin%l    llfcT    llrother 

Although  not  an  ordinary  happening,  at  times  in  the  Church  a  member 
will  become  offended  by  a  brother  or  sister  in  the  gospel.  Sometimes  the 
offended  member  feels  that  he  will  "exact  retribution"  by  not  attending 
Church  meetings  and  in  general  by  not  fulfilling  Church  responsibilities. 
In  any  case,  the  disaffected  members  often  harbour  resentment  and  ill 
feelings  against  their  brothers  and  sisters  if  they  don't  fall  completely  in- 
active. Why  do  we  have  such  undesirable  circumstances?  The  responsibility 
is  shared. 
The  Offended  Member 

First  of  all.  the  offended  member  is  culpable:  Because  of  eternal  rami- 
fications, the  above-mentioned  course  of  action  is  infinitely  more  foolish 
than  cutting  the  nose  off  to  spite  the  face  or  than  throwing  away  you  own 
life's  savings  to  make  a  neighbour  feel  unhappy.  One  who  allows  himself 
to  become  inactive  because  of  the  words  or  actions  of  another  obviously 
has  neither  a  valiant  testimony  nor  a  fervent  faith  as  to  the  tremendous 
import  of  this  extremely  short  earthly  probation. 

There  has  only  been  one  perfect  man  who  walked  on  the  soil  of  this 
world.  We  must  exist  with  our  other,  imperfect,  brothers  and  sisters.  And 
being  imperfect,  they  will  on  occasion,  act  in  ways  not  pleasing  unto  us 
and  even  that  are  not  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour.  We 
have  to  expect  these  acts  —  they  are  going  to  occur,  and  almost  everyone 
at  one  time  or  another  is  affected.  The  test  comes  when  they  occur.  Our 
duty  is  to  forgive  and  to  forgive  seventy  times  seven  —  not  sulk  away 
from  Church  activity  and  die  spiritually,  wanting  the  Bread  of  Life.  It  is 
not  easy  to  forgive  —  it  never  was  and  it  probably  never  will  be,  but  those 
who  follow  the  easy  course  are  journeying  to  the  abode  of  Satan  and  will 
be  rewarded  by  him  for  their  loyal  services  with  unhappiness  and  misery  as 
their  thoughts  of  injustice  churn  and  work  within  their  hearts.  Instead,  a 
saint  without  guile  should  be  our  exemplar.  The  advice  of  the  Saviour  to 
turn  the  other  cheek  would  be  wisely  applied.  In  short,  we  must  decide 
within  ourselves  that  we  will  be  "bigger"  than  the  other  person  and  that 
we  will  be  more  of  a  Christian  than  those  who  would  offend  us. 
The  Offenders 

Secondly,  the  responsibility  lies  with  us  as  members  of  the  Church 
who  in  an  unguarded  moment  may  offend  another.  Most  of  us  forget  at 
times  that  this  is  a  Gospel  of  love.  We  are  members  of  the  Master's 
Church  and  should  be  the  most  closely-knit  and  the  most  forgiving  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  should  be  the  people  most  inclined  to  display- 
brotherly  kindness.  Our  goal  is  perfection  following  the  path  of  repentance 
and  improvement.  One  would  never  be  offensive  who  has  made  this 
objective  a  reality  in  his  life.  A  person  of  this  type  would  avoid  at  all  costs 
doing  or  saying  anything  that  might  offend  another. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of  offense  in  the  Church  is  back- 
biting. This  seems  to  be  especially  prevalent  when  jealousies  are  aroused  at 
the  time  of  leadership  changes  in  the  branches  and  wards  of  the  Church. 
Is  one  who  would  speak  all  manner  of  tales  behind  the  back  of  a  brother 
or  sister  —  whether  true  or  false  —  living  a  life  of  which  he  can  be 
proud?  The  oft-quoted  adage  was  never  more  veritable:  If  you  have  nothing 
good  to  say  of  a  person,  don't  say  anything  about  him. 

Another  point  to  consider  with  reference  to  tale-bearing  is  this:  Often 
times  persons  who  distructively  criticize  others  and  their  accomplishments, 
are  under  the  impression  that  they  are  building  themselves.  A  problem 
arises  in  the  fact  that  others  know  this  is  the  motive  behind  the  criticism. 

(Continued    on    page    299) 
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Prepare  Ye  the  Way 

Every  study  of  John  the  Baptist  makes  him  increasingly  distinctive 
and  impressive.  Even  his  preparation  and  education  for  the  ministry  was 
unusual.  Apparently,  he  never  attended  school  where  he  could  be  taught 
by  mortal  men  at  any  time.  It  appeared  strange  to  many  then,  and  it  so 
appears  to  some  now,  that  the  forerunner  of  the  Lord.  Jesus  Christ,  should 
be  permitted  to  enter  upon  his  special  mission  without  formal  schooling, 
advanced  training,  and  education. 

John  was  six  months  older  than  Jesus  Christ;  he  was  thirty  years  of 
age  when  he  began  his  important  mission  as  an  "Elias"  the  forerunner  of 
our  Redeemer. 

In  spite  of  his  lack  of  formal  learning,  one  has  only  to  read  the 
accounts  of  his  preaching  to  recognize  that  they  were  never  the  words  of 
an  illiterate  or  uninspired  preacher  but  that  they  always  bore  witness  of  an 
unusual  training  both  in  the  law  and  in  the  powers  of  communication. 

If  John  had  been  educated  according  to  the  learning  of  the  day,  he 
may  have  been  wholly  unqualified  as  the  forerunner  of  Christ.  He  would 
have  been  as  unprepared  as  those  who  would  have  been  his  teachers.  The 
Lord  would  not  have  given  John  his  special  assignment  except  on  the 
premise  that  he  was  free  from  the  traditions  of  men  which  were  not  com- 
patible with  the  higher  laws  of  the  gospel  which  were  about  to  be  restored 
through  the  ministry  of  Christ. 

THE  VOICE  OF  ONE  CRYING  IN  THE  WILDERNESS 

During  the  summer  of  26  A.D.,  striding  over  the  rolling  hill  country 
of  Judea,  came  one  of  the  most  colourful  individuals  in  religious  history — 
John  the  Baptist.  He  visited  towns  and  hamlets,  talked  with  the  shepherds 
on  the  hillsides,  warned  travellers  along  the  way.  preached  to  everyone 
who  would  listen.  "Repent  ye:  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  He 
was  "the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  make  his  path  straight". 

John's  words,  "Repent  ye:  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  at  hand,"  can  be  said  to 
have  opened  the  Dispensation  of  the  Mere- 
dian  of  Time.  Jesus  Christ  provided  the  ful- 
ness of  that  dispensation  through  his  divine 
mission,  but  John  the  Baptist,  as  "the  herald 
of  the  Christ"  opened  it. 

John  brought  to  the  ministry  the  purity, 
enthusiasm,  and  force  of  a  cascading  moun- 
tain stream.  He  walked  and  talked  in  the 
knowledge  that  all  must  be  reached  and  that 
all  must  hear  his  message  of  warning  and 
invitation. 

John  was  not  an  ordinary  preacher.  In- 
deed, it  could  scarcely  be  said  that  he  even 
had  the  appearance  of  "a  gentleman  of  the 
cloth"  as  he  walked  over  the  hill  country  of  Judea  in  his  simple  homemade 
raiment  of  camel's  hair  and  leather.  But  he  had  a  message  of  solemn 
import  to  all  Israel,  yea,  to  all  the  world.  His  words  were  spoken  without 
a  trace  of  fear:  they  were  crisp  and  faultless  as  they  fell  on  the  ears  of  all 
who  listened. 

Though  many  did  not  believe  John,  most  everyone  seemed  anxious,  at 
least  willing,  to  hear  him  even  though  "hearing"  often  meant  a  scathing 
rebuke  for  sin  and  always  meant  an  announcement  of  the  coming  Messiah 
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and  a  call  to  repentance.  There  was  an  undeniable  ring  of  authority  in 
his  voice.  His  majestic  fearlessness,  his  powers  of  observation  and  dis- 
cernment, made  him  difficult  to  forget  and  not  easily  ignored. 

John's  message  was  completely  different  from,  though  related  to,  the 
exhortations  of  his  predecessors  in  the  ministry  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 
Always,  for  1500  years  before,  all  that  the  priests  had  done  and  said 
referred  to  the  future  advent  of  their  Messiah.  But  now,  John's  words 
broke  with  tradition  and  announced  that  their  Messiah  was  nigh,  even  at 
their   doors.   The   time   of   fulfilment   had   arrived. 

John  had  never  seen  Jesus  in  the  flesh  so  far  as  we  know.  He  had  no 
memory  of  the  sacred  and  singular  intelligence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  which 
he  recognized,  three  months  before  his  birth,  the  voice  of  Mary,  the 
future  mother  of  the  Son  of  God.  Yet  he  declared  the  Christ  with  every 
breath  as  though  he  had  known  the  Redeemer  from  birth.  He  tried  to  make 
the  Jews  and  the  Levites,  all  of  them,  understand  the  necessity  to  repent 
and  be  prepared  to  meet  their  King  in  the  flesh. 

He  denounced  hypocrisy.  The  Pharisees  and  Saducees  were  a  "genera- 
tion of  vipers".  He  asked  them,  "who  hath  warned  you  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come?" 

John  brought  the  Hebrew  nation  to  a  new  high  in  humility  when,  in 
the  midst  of  their  boasting  of  descent  from  Abraham,  he  said,  "God  is 
able  of  these  stones  to  raise  up  children  unto  Abraham."  The  covenant 
people  had  become  smug  and  complacent  in  their  self-assumed  security  as 
the  chosen  race.  Now,  even  the  stones  along  the  roadside  could  become 
the  living  posterity  of  Abraham  if  God  willed. 

JOHN'S  FAITH 

Apparently,  John  did  not  know  that  the  "One  Mightier"  than  himself 
was  his  own  second  cousin.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  even  knew  the 
name  of  the  "Mightier  one  to  come"  after  him.  In  fact,  according  to  the 
record,  the  twain  of  them  had  never  met,  in  the  flesh,  until  Jesus  came 
"from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto  John,  to  be  baptized  of  him."  (Matthew  3:13) 

Nevertheless,  John  was  extremely  sensitive  to  the  vast  difference 
between  himself,  great  as  he  was.  and  the  "Mightier  One"  who,  with  fan 
in  hand,  should  purge  Israel  of  its  "chaff"  and  gather  "his  wheat  into  the 
garner". 

But  it  is  no  wonder  that  John 
knew  the  import  of  his  message;  it  is 
no  wonder  that  whenever  he  spoke  of 
the  "One  Mightier",  his  words  always 
seemed  as  though  they  had  been  ar- 
ranged in  heaven.  Recall.  "He  had 
been  a  student  under  the  tutelage  of 
divine  teachers";  he  had  received  the 
"Word  of  God  ...  in  the  wilderness". 

Recall,    he    had    been    ordained    under 

the  hands  of  an  angel.  (Luke  3:2)  or- 
dained to  the  specific  and  divine  mission  which  he  would  perform  under 
the  authority  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

John's  soul-stirring  message  was  like  the  early  morning  sun  as  it  dawns 
to  turn  night  into  day.  Prophets  and  patriachs  had  enlarged  upon  and 
illuminated  spiritual  horizons  since  Adam.  Light  had  been  disseminated 
by  men  of  God  for  centuries.  But  it  remained  for  this  lonely  man  of  the 
desert  to  introduce  that  very  "light",  even  Jesus  Christ,  whose  spirit 
"lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world." 

Aaronic   Priesthood  Through   the  Centuries 

Lee  A.  Palmer.  Deseret  Book  Co. 
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GREAT  MOMENTS  IN  CHURCH  HISTORY 

The 

Extermination 

Order 

**N()TE:  In  1X38  Governor  L.  W.  Boggs  decreed  thai  the  Mormons 
must  be  exterminated  or  driven  from  the  state  of  Missouri.  The  State 
Militia  was  called  to  accomplish  the  task.  The  army  assigned  to  it  was 
headed  hy  Generals  Lucas  and  Clark,  two  long-time  "Mormon  haters." 
Also  in  the  group  of  officers  were  their  willing  aid.  Colonel  Hinkle  and  a 
friend  of  the  Mormons,  General  Doniphan.  The  account  commences  as  the 
State  army  arrives  at  Far  West,  the  gathering  place  of  the  Saints  in 
Missouri.  There  they  were  waiting  for  the  final  statement  from  Governor 
BoggS  to  begin  the  massacre. 

About  eight  o'clock  Col.  Hinkle  sought  another  interview,  this  time 
with  General  Lucas,  to  learn  if  some  compromise  could  not  be  arrange 
to  avoid  a  battle.  Lucas  promised  to  meet  him  with  a  flag  of  truce  at  two 
o'clock.  At  the  time  appointed  the  interview  was  held.  Hinkle.  John 
Corrill,  who  had  within  the  past  few  weeks  become  disaffected.  William 
W.  Phelps  and  a  Captain  Morrison,  met  with  Lucas  and  his  aids  when 
the  following  propositions  were  presented  to  Col.  Hinkle  for  acceptance  in 
behalf  of  the  "Mormons". 

1.  "To  give  up  their  leaders  to  be  tried  and  punished. 

2.  "To  make  an  appropriation  of  their  property,  all  who  had  taken 
up  arms,  to  the  payment  of  their  debts  and  indemnity  for  damage 
done  by  them. 

3.  "That  the  balance  should  leave  the  state,  and  be  protected  out  by 

the  militia,  but  to  be  permitted  to  remain  under  protection  until 
further  orders  were  received  from   the  Commander-in-Chief. 

4.  "To  give  up  the  arms  of  every  discription  to  be  receipted  for." 

At  least,  these  were  the  terms  according  to  the  report  Lucas  made  to 
Governor  Boggs.  What  else  may  have  been  said  is  not  on  record.  To  these 
terms  Col.  Hinkle  agreed,  but  asked  to  be  given  until  the  next  day  to 
comply  with  them.  Lucas  consented  to  this  on  the  condition  that  Joseph 
Smith,  Sidney  Rigdon,  Lyman  Wight.  Parley  P.  Pratt  and  George  W. 
Robinson  be  turned  over  to  the  camp  of  the  militia  as  hostages.  If  in  the 
morning  Hinkle  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms,  these  men  would  be 
returned  to  Far  West,  and  the  attack  should  commence  on  the  city.  If  he 
did  comply,  then  these  brethren,  among  others,  should  be  retained  as 
prisoners  to  be  tried.  Hinkle  returned  to  Far  West  and  reported  that  the 
officers  of  the  state  militia  desired  an  interview  with  the  brethren  men- 
tioned, hoping  that  the  difficulties  might  be  settled  without  carrying  out 
the  extermination  order. 

Governor  Boggs  of  Missouri  ordered  the  Mormons  exterminated  if 
they  did  not  leave  the  state.  Said  Parley  P.   Pratt : 

"We  had  no  confidence  in  the  word  of  a  murderer  and  robber;  but 
there  was  no  alternative,  but  to  put  ourselves  into  the  hands  of  such  mon- 
sters, or  to  have  the  city  sacked,  and  men.  women  and  children  massacred. 
We  therefore  commended  ourselves  to  the  Lord,  and  voluntarily  surrended." 
As    they   approached   the    camp    in   compliance   with    this   order.    General 
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Lucas,  with  a  guard  of  several  hundred  men,  rode  up,  and  with  a  haughty 
air  ordered  his  men  to  surround  the  hrethren.  Colonel  Minkle  was  heard 
to  say:  "General,  these  are  the  prisoners  I  agreed  to  deliver  up."  The 
prisoners  were  then  marched  into  the  camp  surrounded  by  thousand 
savage-looking  soldiers.  "These  all  set  up  a  constant  yell,*'  says  Brother 
Pratt,  "like  so  many  bloodhounds  let  loose  upon  their  prey.  **If  the  vision 
of  the  infernal  regions  could  suddenly  be  opened  to  the  mind,  with 
thousands  of  malicious  fiends,  all  clamouring,  exulting,  deriding,  blas- 
pheming, mocking,  railing,  raging  and  foaming  like  a  troubled  sea,  then 
could  some  idea  be  formed  of  the  hell   which   we  entered." 

The  prisoners  were  placed  under  a  strong  guard  and  forced  to  remain 
without  shelter  during  the  night  in  inclement  winter  weather.  The  guard 
blasphemed;  mocked  the  Saviour;  demanded  miracles  and  said:  "Come, 
Smith,  show  us  a  miracle;  come,  there  is  one  of  your  brethren  in  camp 
whom  we  took  prisoner  yesterday  in  his  own  house,  and  knocked  his 
brains  out  with  his  own  rifle,  which  we  found  hanging  over  his  fireplace; 
he  lies  speechless  and  dying;  speak  the  word  and  heal  him.  and  then  we 
will  all  believe;  or.  if  you  are  apostles  or  men  of  God,  deliver  yourselves, 
and  then  we  will  be  "Mormons". 

CONDEMNED  TO  BE  SHOT.  —  Thursday  morning.  November  1, 
1838,  Hyrum  Smith  and  Amasa  Lyman  were  brought  by  Col.  Hinkle  into 
the  camp.  That  night  a  court  martial  was  held,  at  which,  besides  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  mob-militia.  Col.  Hinkle,  Judge  Austin  A  King, 
District  Attorney  Birch,  and  Reverends  Sashiel  Woods,  Bogart  and  several 
other  priests,  played  a  part.  The  prisoners  were  sentenced  to  be  shot  on 
the  public  square  in  Far  West,  Friday  morning  at  9  o'clock.  This  was,  let 
it  be  said  to  their  honour,  over  the  protests  of  General  Doniphan  and 
Graham,  and  perhaps  a  few  others.  General  Doniphan  was  given  the 
order  to  carry  out  the  execution.  It  was  a  most  fortunate  thing  that  he 
was  selected,  for  he  refused  to  obey  the  command.  The  order  given  him 
was: 

"Brigadier  General  Doniphan: 

"Sir:  —  You  will  take  Joseph  Smith  and  the  other  prisoners 
into  the  public  square  of  Far  West,  and  shoot  them  at  9  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning." 

"Samuel  D.  Lucas." 
"Major  General  Commanding." 
General  Doniphan  replied  to  this  order  by  saying  this  to  his 
superiors:  "It  is  cold  blooded  murder.  I  will  not  obey  your 
order.  My  brigade  shall  march  for  Liberty  tomorrow  morning 
at  8  o'clock;  and  if  you  execute  these  men,  I  will  hold  you 
responsible  before  an  earthly  tribunal,  so  help  me  God." 

"A.  W.  Doniphan." 
"Brigadier  General." 

Although  this  was  an  act  of  insubordination,  it  frightened  the  crimi- 
nal general  and  his  willing  aids  No  charge  was  ever  made  against 
Doniphan,  for  they  dared  not  make  one. 

PLUNDERING  OF  THE  MILITIA.— Col.  Hinkle.  according  to  his 
agreement,  marched  the  militia  companies  at  Far  West  out  of  the  city 
and  grounded  their  arms,  which  were  the  private  property  of  the  men  who 
held  them.  Then  the  mob  force  was  let  loose.  They  entered  the  city  without 
restraint,  on  pretext  of  searching  the  homes  for  additional  arms.  They 
tore  up  floors;  ruined  furniture;  destroyed  property;  whipped  the  men  and 
forced  them  to  sign  deeds  to  their  property  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet: 
and  violated  the  chastity  of  women,  until  their  victims  died.  About  eighty 
men  were  taken  prisoners  and  the  people  were  ordered  to  leave  the  state, 
and  forbidden,   under  threat  of  death,  to  assemble  more  than  three   in  a 
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ry    my    way 

by  Eileen  Harrison  (Ramah  I) 

When  the  world  seems  dark  and  grey, 
And  you  fear  you've  lost  your  way, 
Try  MY  way  child,  try  MY  way. 

When  someone  you  love  has  hurt  you 
And  you  feel  bereft  of  virtue, 
Try  MY  way  child,  Try  MY  way. 

I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Light, 
Remember  I  have  won  the  fight, 
Try  MY  way  child,  try  MY  way. 

I  have  tried  to  do  it  my  way, 
And  have  strayed  in  many  a  by-way, 
Now  I  will  try  THY  way,  Lord, 
Now  I  will  try  THY  way. 

Now  I  humbly  kneel  in  prayer, 
Knowing  Thou  art  always  near, 
Now  I  will  try  THY  way,  Lord, 
Now  I  will  try  THY  way. 

Now  I  pray  in  faith  and  love, 
Thy  sweet  promises  to  prove, 
Always  trying  THY  way,  Lord, 
Always  trying  THY  way. 
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A  SPECIAL  FEATURE 

The  Priesthood 

The  fact  that  this  Church  is  the 
steward  and  posscsscr  of  the 
Priesthood,  the  very  power  and 
authority  to  act  in  the  name  of 
Diety,  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  attributes  distinquishing 
this  church  from  the  hundreds  of 
other  Christian  Churches  in  this 
world.  The  CSM  presents  a  fea- 
ture on  this  Priesthood,  its  func- 
tions, its  blessings,  and  its  aid  in 
developing  desirable  traits.  This 
feature  is  composed  of  articles 
written  by  various  brethren  in 
the    South    African    Mission. 

The  Priesthood's  Power 

P.  Faber  —  Pretoria  Branch 

My  experiences  of  manifestations  of  the  Priesthood's  power  are  proof 
to  me  that  this  is  the  only  true  and  restored  church  of  Jesus  Christ  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  today.  I  have  been  called  upon  to  be  of  service  to  my 
Heavenly  Father  at  every  hour  of  the  day  and  night,  never  doubting  this 
power  of  the  Holy  Priesthood.  I  would  like  to  relate  some  of  these  ex- 
periences and  hope  that  my  brothers  in  the  Gospel  may  realize  that  this 
is  the  greatest  power  which  is.  or  ever  was,  entrusted  to  mankind.  It  is 
not  something  to  tamper  with  —  It  is  the  Priesthood  of  God.  We  will 
only  receive  its  blessings  when  it  is  administered  in  righteousness  and  by 
those  who  have  accepted  it  in  faith.  We  sometimes  do  not  listen  to  the 
whisperings  of  the  spirit  when  we  are  overcome  by  sympathy  for  the  indi- 
vidual being  administered  to  and  we  pronounce  a  blessing  other  than  the 
one  the  Lord  would  have  us  pronounce. 

Some  say  it  is  a  psychological  effect  when  people  are  healed  but  let 
us  examine  the  case  of  a  child  of  two  years  to  whom  Brother  Smit  and  I 
administered.  This  little  fellow  was  scalded  with  boiling  water.  Blisters 
covered  his  body  from  his  head  to  his  feet.  His  burns  were  so  extensive  that 
we  did  not  know  where  to  lay  our  hands.  He  had  been  crying  and  suffering 
from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  accident  occurred  until  we 
arrived  at  six  o'clock.  We  managed  to  do  the  administration.  We  had  no 
sooner  finished  than  he  stopped  crying,  took  his  bottle  of  milk,  and  went 
to  sleep.  Where  does  the  physcological  effect  enter  in?  This  little  chap  was 
so  young  he  could  hardly  understand  what  was  said.  These  events  happened 
on  a  Wednesday  and  that  Friday  the  doctor  could  not  believe  that  little 
Henry  was  healed. 

On  another  occasion.  Brother  Lionel  Bibb  and  I  administered  to  the 
three-year-old  Saunders  girl  who  was  very  ill  with  the  flu.  In  the  sealing  of 
the  annointing  a  blessing  was  given  that  this  little  girl  would  grow  up 
normally.  The  Sunday  following  was  fast  and  testimony  day.  The  parents 
came  to  the  meeting  and  the  little  girl  was  present  as  well.  They  bore  testi- 
mony that  before  their  daughter's  illness,  she  could  not  speak,  but  since 
the  administration  she  had  started  speaking  and  she  was  really  making  up 
for  lost  time.  Again  do  I  ask.  where  is  the  phsycological  effect? 
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These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  manifestations  that  have  taken  place- 
to  which  I  have  been  a  witness.  I  would  like  to  relate  all  of  the  incidents 
of  a  faith-promoting  nature  that  have  occurred  since  I  joined  the  (  hutch 
and  accepted  the  Gospel,  but  the  space  is  limited. 

I  felt  inadequate  when  called  to  the  District  Presidency  but  knew  that 
when  we  are  called  by  the  Lord  to  serve.  we  should  never  refuse.  With  mv 
limited  income  I  could  only  afford  an  old  1936  Hudson.  With  just  enough 
petrol  in  the  tank  and  no  money  in  my  pocket.  I  visited  the  Springs  Branch 
on  an  assignment  one  night.  On  my  return  home  I  heard  a  knocking  sound 
in  the  engine.  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  just  take  me  to  town  so  I  can  call 
on  my  brothers  to  get  me  home.  You  know,  that  old  car  brought  me  home. 
When  I  opened  up  the  engine  there  were  six  teeth  missing  on  the  timing 
gear.  Now  for  those  who  do  not  know  car  engines.  I  just  want  to  tell  you 
that  one  tooth  missing  on  that  gear  will  cause  an  engine  to  stop  imme- 
diately. 

There  was  the  case  of  Brother  Richards  in  whose  leg  the  doctors  put 
a  steel  plate  which  disappeared.  There  have  been  scores  of  men  and  women 
who  have  been  healed  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  brethren.  Never 
doubt  the  power  of  the  priesthood  —  it  is  true. 

I  may  write  a  book  one  day  on  what  the  Priesthood  and  its  power 
have  done  in  this  city  of  Pretoria.  I  know  that  these  events  which  I  have 
described  are  the  work  of  our  Father  in  Heaven  through  His  authorized 
servants  and  I  have  accepted  this  fact  unconditionally.  This  power  has 
never  failed  me  in  protecting  the  teachings  and  principles  of  the  Lord 
in  my  home,  at  work,  and  with  the  leaders  of  other  denominations.  This  is 
the  work,  the  priesthood  and  the  Church  of  God. 

THE   PRIESTHOOD  -  A   FAMILY  AFFAIR 


Brother  Denis  Raubenhcimer  (East  London  Branch) 

Frequently  we  are  told:  The  Priesthood  is  the  authority  given  to  man 
to  act  on  behalf  of  God.  This  very  definite  statement  is  certainly  true,  yet 
there  is  in  fact  far  more  to  it  than  just  that. 

On  this  basis  however,  it  is  logical  to  accept  that  the  first  man.  Adam, 
received  this  power.  For  our  Heavenly  Father,  having  placed  him  on  earth, 
allowed  and  encouraged  him  to  conduct  things  entirely  by  his  own 
(Adam's)  agency.  For  example,  God  could  so  easily  have  told  Adam  what 
the  animals  were  to  be  called,  but  chose  to  leave  Adam  to  aquaint  himself 
with,  the  animals  and  to  name  them  himself.  God  simply  accepted  Adam's 
choice. 

Now  the  Lord  said,  "It  is  not  good  that  the  man  should  be  alone;  I 
will  make  him  a  helpmeet  for  him."  (Gen.  2:18) 

Later  when  Eve  had  influenced  Adam  into  eating  the  forbidden  fruit 
the  Lord  said  to  her,  "Thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband,  and  he  shall  rule 

over  thee."'  So  we  see 

that     within     a     short 

period    the    I  ord    had 

established    an    order. 

Man    had    been    given 

the     right    to     act     on 

the   Lord's  behalf  and 

had      been      given      a 

helpmeet  for  him  and 

had    been  given  charge 

over  her. 

Now  when  the  Lord  gave  the  glorious  revelations  recorded  in  Genesis 

to  the  prophet,  Moses,  he  said,  "This  is  my  work  and  my  glorv        to  bring 

to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  oi'  man." 
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This  then  is  the  true  Priesthood:  Man,  sustained  and  assisted  by 
women,  striving  for  eternal  life. 

RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  THE  PRIESTHOOD 

Man's  duty  is  twofold. 

Firstly:    To  administer  to  the  needs  of  his  family. 

Secondly:  To  administer  the  wishes  of  God. 

Both  of  these  duties  are  appendant  to  the  Priesthood. 

In  order  to  equip  himself  for  his  calling,  a  priesthood  bearer  should 
develop  his  talents  to  the  fullest  and  use  his  talents  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  his  family.  Also  he  should  seek  to  reach  the  spiritual  level  which 
will  bring  him  close  enough  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  to  be  able  to  enjoy 
his  influence  and  guidance. 

Now  perhaps  one  will  begin  to  realize  the  magnitude  of  the  wife's 
part  in  a  man's  role  and  why  "it  is  not  good  that  man  should  be  alone." 
For  if  man  were  to  be  occupied  in  the  household  and  parental  duties  which 
were  ordained  to  women,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  administer 
the  duties  of  the  Church. 

It  is  not  merely  a  coincidence  that  our  Church  leaders  are  always 
sustained  and  strengthened  by  such  gracious  wives.  Wives  who 
so  obviously  sustain  and  support  their  husbands  in  all  their  Priesthood  and 
patriarchal  responsibilities.  Personally,  I  cannot  see  a  man  handicapped 
by  a  rebellious  or  nagging  wife  ever  reaching  the  spiritual  position  to 
be  called  to  exercise  his  priesthood  in  a  presiding  position  in  the  Church. 
By  the  same  token,  I  cannot  see  a  dominating  and  inconsiderate  husband 
receiving  the  respect  and  support  of  his  family  which  he  so  badly  needs 
to  be  able  to  magnify  his  calling.  "No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought 
to  be  maintained  by  virtue  of  the  Priesthood  —  only  by  persuasion,  by 
long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and  meekness,  and  by  love  unfeigned." 

MERELY  HOLDING  THE  PRIESTHOOD  IS  NOT  ENOUGH 

If  a  orother  were  ordained  to  the  priesthood  and  was  never  given  the 
opportunity  to  use  it,  it  would  be  of  no  avail  to  him  or  his  family.  This 
is  why  the  Church,  the  members,  and  especially  the  family  should  use  the 
Priesthood. 

Mothers  and  children  when  ill,  should  cultivate  the  habit  of  asking 
in  faith  for  their  husbands  and  fathers  to  administer  to  them.  When  they 
have  problems  they  should  look  to  their  "patriarch"  to  give  them  a 
blessing.  In  families  where  these  practices  are  the  rule,  the  Priesthood  is  a 
positive  and  binriing  force. 

Families  should  use  the  Priesthood  to  the  extent  that  God  does.  He 
has  given  man  the  Priesthood  and  never  does  anything  himself  if  it  can  be 
done  by  most,  to  whom  he  has  given  authority  to  act.  Father  is  expected  to 
bless,  baptise,  to  confirm  and  in  fact  administer  all  the  spiritual  needs  of 
his  family. 

Not  one  single  step  towards  eternal  life  can  be  taken  without  the 
Priesthood,  neither  can  a  man  enjoy  the  full  blessings  of  exaltation  without 
his  family.  Neither  man  nor  women  can  be  saved  except  through  the  power 
of  the  Priesthood.  Now  we  can  see  the  importance  of  the  role  of  the 
women  and  we  Latter-day  Saints  should  realize  how  important  it  is  for  us 
to  establish  perfect  relationships  between  husbands  and  wives,  before  we 
take  the  first  step  on  the  pathway  to  eternal  life,  which  pathway  is  the 
Priesthood. 

THE  PRIESTHOOD  AND  LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 

Michael  H.  Crankshaw  —  Mowbray  Branch 
Leadership   is   important    if  the   Lord's  work    is  to   continue   on   this 
earth  at  its  full  momentum;  it  is  important  because  the  efforts  and  aspira- 
tions of  the  Saints  need  to  be  co-ordinated,  if  our  common  goal  is  ever  to 
be  reached. 
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In  physical  science  a  catalyst  is  often  required  to  initiate  a  series  of 
reactions  in  order  to  obtain  an  end  product;  without  the  catalyst  nothing 
happens.  So  it  is  with  people;  without  a  leader,  nothing  is  ever  done 
and  people  will  never  be  motivated  to  works  achieving  a   final   goal. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  end  result  of  a  chemical  reaction 
depends  entirely  on  the  quality  of  the  catalyst.  Here  the  comparison  is 
obvious.  The  extent  to  which  people  will  follow  a  leader  depends  entirely 
on  the  degree  of  his  proficiency. 

It  is  without  doubt  that  almost  any  man  can  lead.  It  is  within  the 
capabilities  of  almost  any  man  to  say  to  a  group  of  people.  "Come  follow 
me"  and  have  some  of  them  follow  him.  In  doing  this  they  will  have  made 
a  leader  of  the  man  who  spoke.  But  how  well  has  this  man  led?  This 
could  be  judged  by  the  number  of  people  from  the  group  who  followed 
him.  If  this  is  so,  what  now  can  be  considered  as  good  leadership?  50% 
of  the  people;  60%;  80%  or  90%?  Undoubtedly  with  a  gun  in  his  hand  a 
man  could  make  all  follow  him,  or  should  we  say,  do  as  he  wishes.  On  the 
other  hand,  not  even  Jesus  in  His  day  and  age  was  able  to  get  all  the 
Jews  to  follow  him  and  no  greater  man  has  since  walked  the  earth. 

So  what  is  leadership?  How  do  we  measure  it?  What  makes  us  follow 
one  man  implicitly  with  complete  faith  in  his  capabilities  and  yet,  shun 
the  other  because  some  inner  feeling  creates  a  danger  signal  that  imme- 
diately causes  us  to  doubt  his  capabilities. 

I  myself  am  a  man  of  small  stature.  I  spent  ten  years  in  the  army 
leading  men  of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colours.  Behind  me  I  had  the  inherent 
army  discipline  to  help  me  in  my  leadership  and  vet.  if  I  remember 
correctly,  resorted  to  its  use  on  but  a  few  occasions.  What  enabled  me  to 
lead   men?    A   variety   of   things    but    basically    these    six; — 

Pride  in  my  work 

Respect  for  those  under  my  command 

Knowledge  of  man-management  principles 

Good  military  training 

Fairness  and  integrity  in  all  my  actions 

Empathy 

Do  I  set  myself  on  a  pedestal  in  your  eyes?  It  certainly  is  not  my 
zine  in  1956,  "...  Sgt.  Crankshaw,  although  very  strict,  is  fair  and  gets 
the  most  out  of  his  men  .  .  ." 

Do  I  set  myself  on  a  pedestal  in  vour  eyes?  It  certainlv  is  not  my 
intention  because  whatever  my  success  there  were  men  who  often  bettered 
me.  No  —  the  example  is  there  to  show  that  with  the  right  mixture  of  the 
correct  ingredients,  a  man  can  be  a  leader  whatever  the  circumstances. 
Obviously  there  is  a  need  to  know  and  understand  these  principles  but  in 
the  final  reckoning,  it  is  the  ability  to  put  them  into  practice  and  make 
them  work  that  counts. 

This  is  the  crux  of  good  leadership! 

Looking  back  however,  on  my  military  career  and  the  various  courses 
taken  since  leaving  the  army.  I  have  sensed  that  something  was  missing. 
Now.  of  course.  :  know  that  it  was  those  high  ideals  one  finds  and  are  set 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  As  I  began  to  study 
its  teachings  I  found  things  that  filled  all  needs  in  all  situations.  As  I  grew 
in  the  Priesthood  and  in  understanding.  I  became  aware  of  how  the  very 
Priesthood  I  had  received  could  give  me  all  I  needed  to  develop  the 
qualities  of  good  leadership  to  the  first  degree. 

In  these  last  few  years,  I  have  been  able  to  refine  the  principles  already 
learnt  and  make  them  even  more  effective  as  I  put  them  into  practice.  I 
have  also  found  the  great  forces  needed  to  motivate  me  to  greater  efforts. 
Here  for  example,  I  refer  to  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:33-41  con- 
cerning "...  the  oath  and  covenant  which  belongeth  to  the  Priesthood." 
These  teachings  I  have  referred  to  —  where  are  they?  They  are  literally 
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scattered  throughout  the  scriptures;  many  are  direct  teachings  but  many 
are  implied.  Here  my  own  background  and  the  desire  to  improve  help 
me  to  recognize  them.  A  direct  example  is  found  in  the  D&C  121:  34-46, 
"Behold  there  are  many  called  but  few  arc  chosen  ..."  An  implied 
teaching  is  found  in  the  story  of  Thomas  B.  Marsh  and  the  Lord*s  directions 
to  him  in  Section  31  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

As  a  Priesthood  holder  I  find  myself  once  again  intimately  involved 
with  people   and  their  many  problems.  I  say  once  again   because  during 


my  army  years  I  can  think  back  on  many  occasions  when,  through  circum- 
stances. I  became  a  junior's  companion,  confidant,  lawyer,  banker,  teacher, 
and  indeed,  at  times  marriage  counsellor.  This  to  my  way  of  thinking 
couldn't  be  better,  no  matter  how  hard  it  may  be  at  times.  Why?  Because 
developing  the  ability  to  lead  can  only  be  gained  by  putting  theory  into 
practice  and  then,  by  carefully  assessing  the  results  and  learning  from  past 
experience. 

Most  great  leaders  are  humble.  It  is  a  characteristic  that  has  grown  and 
been  nutured  within  them.  This  has  usually  happened  because  they  have 
sensed  the  greatness  of  some  aspect  of  their  work.  This  is  something  that 
I  hope  is  happening  to  me  as  I  grow  in  the  Gospel.  I  am  learning  to  be 
humble  and  to  respect  others,  not  necessarily  because  of  their  particular 
achievements  but  because  I  have  learnt  that  you,  my  brothers  and  Sisters, 
are  none  other  than  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

I  once  read  a  story  in  a  Church  manual  that  often  comes  to  mind  in 
this  respect.  When  Michaelangelo  was  carving  a  solid  block  of  marble, 
he  didn't  just  see  the  partially  completed  work.  No  —  he  saw  the  beauty 
of  the  finished  work  in  all  its  glory.  This  is  where  his  greatness  lay.  I  have 
also  learnt  that  this  is  where  our  greatness  can  also  lie.  Do  we  look  at 
our  "followers"  and  only  see  the  outer  shell  or  do  we  try  to  perceive  a 
future  glorified  son  or  daughter  of  our  Father  in  Heaven?  I  think  a  hum- 
ble man  can,  but  not  a  man  filled  with  his  own  greatness. 

Perhaps  the  most  exciting  part  of  it  all  is  watching  the  Priesthood 
holders  at  work.  I  see  a  constant  parade  of  men  in  front  of  me;  men  called 
by  our  Father  in  Heaven  to  positions  of  leadership.  Here  I  have  a  won- 
derful opportunity  to  develop  by  watching  them  and  the  effect  they  have 
on  their  "followers".  It  is  more  than  stimulation  to  try  and  assess  their 
particular  qualities  of  leadership.  To  me  these  are  truly  golden  opportuni- 
ties to  study  things  ourselves  and  learn  from  others'  examples.  And  should 
I  ever  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  right  or  wrong  of  a  particular  action,  I  have 
recourse  to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  the  Priesthood  helps  me  develop 
leadership  and  become  aware  of  its  very  important  place  in  the  Church. 
I  am  quite  convinced  in  my  own  mind  though,  that  we  do  not  become 
leaders  just  because  we  have  received  the  priesthood.  It  requires  a  lot  of 
effort  and  most  of  all  a  desire  to  search  things  out  coupled  with  the  desire 
to  improve.  Personal  experience  has  shown  me  that  men  called  to  serve, 
men  who  have  had  the  desire  to  do  well  but  have  fallen  down   in  that 
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When  ye  see  these  signs 


Texas  W.  Smith 


The  second  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ  —  a  reality  that  every  true 
Latter-day  Saint  is  earnestly  look- 
ing forward  to  and  living  for,  when 
peace  and  security  will  abound  on 
the  earth. 

The  signs  and  events  preceding 
the  Second  Coming  are  clearly 
taught  in  the  Holy  scriptures  and 
they  are  being  fulfilled  now. 

While  the  Saviour  was  upon  the 
earth,  on  one  occasion  he  met  with 
the  Pharisees  and  with  the  Sad- 
ducees: 

"The  Pharisees  also  with  the 
Sadducees  came,  and  tempting 
desired  him  that  he  would  show 
them  a  sign  from  heaven. 

He  answered  and  said  unto 
them.  When  it  is  evening,  ye  say. 
It  will  be  fair  weather:  for  the 
sky  is  red. 

And    in    the    morning.    It    will 
be    foul    weather   today:    for   the 
sky    is    red    and    lowering.    O    ye 
hypocrites,    ye    can    discern    the 
face   of  the   sky;    but   ye   cannot 
discern  the  signs  of  the  times?" 
(Matthew  16:1-3) 
I    well    remember    hearing    many 
times,  when  I  was  on  the  seas,  this 
statement:      "Red      sky      at      night, 
sailor'     delight;     Red     sky     in     the 
morning,  sailor's  warning."  The  sea- 
men believe  it  to  be  so. 

Later,  when  the  Saviour  sat  upon 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  the  disciples 
came  unto  him  privately  saying: 
"...  Tell  us  Lord,  when  shall  these 
things  be?  .  .  .  and  what  shall  be 
the  sign  of  thy  coming  and  of  the 
end  of  the  world?  And  Jesus  said 
unto  them: 

"Take   heed    that   no   man   de- 
ceive you. 

For  many  shall   come  in  my 

name  saying,   I  am  Christ;  and 

shall    deceive    many. 

And  ye  shall  hear  of  wars  and 

rumours  of  wars:  see  that  ye  be 

not      troubled:      for      all      these 

things    must    come    to    pass,    but 

the  end  is  not  yet. 


For  nation  shall  rise  up 
against  nation,  and  kingdom 
against  kingdom;  and  there  shall 
be  famines,  and  pestilences,  and 
earthquakes,    in    divers    places. 

All  these  are  the  beginning  of 
sorrows." 

(Matthew  24:3-8) 

Think  of  the  signs  and  events  of 
the  past  several  weeks.  Think  of  the 
signs  in  the  heavens,  signs  upon 
the  earth  and  signs  upon  the  seas. 
Think  of  these  things.  Bearing  on 
the  predictions  of  both  ancient  and 
modern  scriptures  and  revelations, 
we  note  that  as  the  time  approached 
for  the  Saviour's  departure  from 
His  disciples.  He  gave  them  instruc- 
tions as  to  their  mission  to  carry 
the  Gospel  to  all  the  world.  He  also 
instructed  them  in  relation  to  con- 
ditions which  would  prevail  on  the 
earth  preceding  His  second  coming. 
Peoples  of  the  earth  would  reject 
Him  and  His  mission.  False  doc- 
trines would  arise  and  numerous 
signs  would  indicate  the  Coming  of 
the  Son  of  God.  There  would  be 
wars  and  rumours  of  wars  because 
of  the  difficulties  that  would  arise 
in  the  hearts  of  men.  Peace  would 
be  taken  from  the  earth.  However. 
His  disciples  should  endeavour  to 
remain  faithful  and  true  to  their 
covenants  and  endure  to  the  end. 

As  we  review  the  "happenings" 
of  the  past  few  years,  we  realize 
that  the  most  devastating  and  dread- 
ful wars  and  tragedies  of  all  time 
have  been  fought  in  this  dispensa- 
tion, and  the  end  is  not  \et.  There 
are  uprisings  and  discontent  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  We  see  and  have 
signs  in  the  heavens  and  in  the 
earth.  Man's  conquest  of  space, 
man's  failure  on  earth  are  part  of 
these  signs.  Have  they  become  so 
common  that  we  fail  to  recognize 
them?  In  recent  times  around  the 
world  we  have  had  some  most 
destructive  earthquakes  in  history. 
Distress    among   the    nations    is    ill- 
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creasing  daily.  Will  you  say  men's 
hearts  are  not  failing  them?  Today 
millions  of  people  tremble  in  fear 
of  an  atomic  war,  or  what  may 
happen  in  such  a  possibility.  The 
wickedness  of  the  peoples  of  the 
earth  increases.  Modesty  has  gone 
for  a  virtual  "loop".  Nations' 
morals  are  lower  than  ever  before. 
Nations  are  re-arming  more  earnest- 
ly than  ever  for  the  great  final 
struggle.  All  of  these  things  are 
signs  which  may  and  would  be  in- 
dicative of  the  near  approach  of  the 
Saviour's  Second  coming.  There  are 
other  signs  such  as  cyclones,  tor- 
nados, hurricanes,  upheavals,  earth- 
quakes, seas  heaving  themselves  be- 
yound  their  bounds  —  covering  the 
high  places  and  destroying  all  be- 
fore them,  and  those  things  of  un- 
usual proportions  to  impress  His 
disciples  that  these  events  would 
surely  come.  The  Saviour  said: 

"Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away,  but  my  word  shall  not 
pass  away,  but  of  that  day  and 
hour  knoweth  no  man,  no  not 
the  angels  of  heaven,  but  my 
Father  only."  (Mathew  24:35-36) 

Is  it  that  we  are  able  to  see  that 
the  sky  is  red  in  the  morning  or 
in  the  evening  and  predict  possible 
weather  conditions  yet  fail  to  see 
the  signs  of  the  time  —  the  signs 
in  the  heavens  or  in  the  earth? 
Surely  there  will  be  much  com- 
motion and  signs  in  the  heavens 
before  the  end  shall  come,  when  ye 
shall  see  these  signs,  then  shall  ye 
know  the  fulfillment  of  all  things 
is  near.  Are  not  modern  jet  air- 
craft, the  spaceships,  the  orbiting 
of  the  earth  by  man-made  pro- 
jectiles a  part  of  the  signs  of  which 
Isaiah  spoke:  "Who  are  these  that 
fly  as  a  cloud  and  as  the  doves  to 
their  windows?"  (Isaiah  60:8) 

Are  not  the  prophecies  of  the 
prophets  of  our  Father  in  Heaven 
being  fulfilled.  Surely  these  are 
signs  in  the  heavens  and  there  will 
come  yet  other  signs  as  our  Lord 
has  promised.  When  these  tribula- 
tions come  upon  man,  will  he  be  in 
the  category  of  the  people  in  the 
days  of  Noah? 


"And  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Noe,  so  shall  it  be  also  in  the 
days  of  the  Son  of  man. 

They  did  eat,  they  drank,  they 
married  wives,  they  were  given 
in  marriage,  until  the  day  that 
Noe  entered  into  the  ark,  and 
flood  came,  and  destroyed  them 
all. 

Likewise  also  as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  Lot;  they  did  eat,  they 
drank,  they  bought,  they  sold, 
they    planted,   they    builded: 

But  the  same  day  that  Lot 
went  out  of  Sodom  it  rained  fire 
and  brimstone  from  heaven,  and 
destroyed  them  all. 

Even  thus  shall  it  be  in  the 
day  when  the  Son  of  man  is  re- 
vealed." 

(Luke   17:26-30) 

But  in  spite  of  all  these  warnings 
and  signs,  men  shall  scoff  at  ful- 
fillment of  prophecies,  for  has  not 
Peter  written  in  his  epistle  of  just 
such:  "Knowing  this  first  that  there 
shall  come  in  the  last  days  scoffers, 
walking  after  their  own  lusts,  and 
saying.  Where  is  the  promise  of  his 
coming?  for  since  the  fathers  fell 
asleep,  all  things  continue  as  they 
were  from  the  beginning  of  crea- 
tion." (II  Peter  3:3-4) 

The  restoration  of  the  Gospel  of 
our  Lord,  the  warnings  by  the 
mouths  of  our  prophets  today,  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  Church,  the 
Voice  of  the  missionaries  and  the 
cry  to  repent  are  all  progressive 
evidence  that  the  second  coming  of 
our  beloved  Lord  is  near.  The  build- 
ing of  great  temples,  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  building  of  the  greatest 
and  most  beautiful  temple  of  all 
to  which  shall  come  our  Lord. 
When  he  first  came,  he  came  as  a 
babe,  with  no  place  to  lay  His  holy 
head.  As  he  said,  the  birds  have 
their  nests,  the  foxes  their  holes,  but 
the  Son  of  man  had  no  place  to 
lay  his  head.  But  this  time.  He  shall 
come  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  sud- 
denly, and  His  people  shall  have 
prepared  a  place  for  him.  And  he 
shall  dwell  and  dine  with  His  peo- 
ple, the  Saints,  who.  by  their  tithes 
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HOW  THE  TEMPLE  TRIP  ALL  BEGAN 

Hope  Minnie 

As  a  trickle  of  water  gurgles  in  a  dry  river  bed  and  gradually  runs, 
then  gallops,  and  as  the  rains  come  and  swell  that  river  to  a  roaring  torrent 
that  leaps  in  joy  and  exultation  to  its  goal,  the  mighty  ocean,  so  was  born 
and  grew  the  idea  of  a  trip  to  the  London  Temple. 

It  all  started  in  the  mind  of  our  District  Presidency  who  decided  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  encourage  the  Saints  to  save  to  go  to  the  Temple, 
individually  at  first,  and  then  the  idea  grew  and  it  was  decided  to  go  as 
a  group,  and  from  then  the  trickle  began  to  run.  As  the  months  went  by 
and  a  definite  date  was  fixed,  the  tide  swelled  and  flowed,  and  now,  fed  by 
enthusiasm,  love  and  spiritual  guidance,  the  Temple  trip  surged  to  its 
climax  —  the  date  of  departure.  27  September,  1969.  On  this  day.  86  Saints 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  winged  their  way  across 
land  and  sea  with  joyous  hearts  and  exuberant  spirits  to  that  goal  which  is 
the  goal  of  all  Latter-day  Saints  —  the  Temple. 

All  had  not  gone  smoothly.  Many  difficulties  had  to  be  contended 
with.  Many  obstacles  had  to  be  overcome.  Some  of  us.  thrilled  with  the 
idea  of  a  trip  to  the  temple,  eagerly  put  our  names  down  only  to  find  when 
the  time  came  for  the  final  decision  that  the  means  were  beyond  us.  and 
many  had  to  drop  out.  We  came  perilously  near  the  Plimsoll  line  but  our 
Heavenly  Father  was  with  us,  and  we  were  able  to  make  the  trip. 

It  is  difficult  not  to  mention  the  names  of  all  those  responsible  for 
this  wonderful  journey,  but  one  name  stands  out  for  special  mention  and 
that  name  is  President  Brian  Chater.  who  has  borne  the  burden  of  all 
the  difficulties  and  work  that  has  gone  into  this  project.  We  are  grateful  to 
everyone  but  to   President  Chater   is  due  a  special  'Thank  you'. 

A  trip  to  the  temple  by  such  a  large  group  has  made  history  at  least 
in  the  South  African  Mission,  and  we  are  proud  to  be  part  of  this  history. 
It  is  something  we  will  never  forget  because  we  are  going  in  a  group 
together  —  86  Saints  all  with  the  same  object  in  view,  all  with  the  same 
light  in  their  hearts  and  all  eager  to  carry  out  those  commandments 
which  our  Heavenly  Father  has  asked  us  to  perform.  With  His  help  we 
have  got  thus  far,  and  with  His  further  help  we  shall  return  greatly  refresh- 
ed and  strongly  fortified  to  go  forward  in  the  gospel  to  that  still  higher 
goal,  the  Celestial  kingdom,  the  home  of  our  Father  in  Heaven  and  the 
ultimate  goal  of  us  all. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

for  a  job  well  done 

The  visit  of  more  than  eighty  members  of  the  South  African  Mission 
of  the  Church  by  jet  phne  to  the  London  Temple  is  now  history.  We  are 
proud  of  each  person  who  went  for  the  great  effort  and  sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  each  to  make  this  dream  a  reality.  We  thank  the  Transvaal  District 
Presidency  for  planning  this  temple  excursion.  The  Temple  Group  left  Jan 
Smuts  Airport  on  September  27  and  returned  just  a  few  days  short  of  a 
month  later. 

This  glorious  experience  was  made  possible  through  the  united  efforts 
of  all.  The  person  responsible  more  than  anyone  else  for  its  success  is 
President     Brian     Chater.     First     Counsellor     in     the     Transvaal     District 
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Presidency.  His  patience,  diligence,  and  dedication  to  this  assignment  has 
seen  the  idea  blossom  into  a  wonderful  experience  for  all  those  who  were 
able  to  have  this  blessing. 

None  of  us  know  the  number  of  total 
hours  which  have  gone  into  collecting  the 
funds,  writing  the  letters,  negotiating  with 
several  airlines,  planning  and  holding  meetings, 
computing  interest  on  savings,  and  follow- 
ing through  with  those  who  made  the  trip  to 
be  sure  that  everything  was  in  readiness.  The 
thousand  and  one  details  which  go  into  seeing 
such  a  venture  through  to  completion  have 
each  been  handled  in  a  careful,  thoughtful, 
and  kindly  way  which  is  so  characteristic  of 
President    Chater. 

We  do  know  that  part  of  his  vacation  time 
was  spent  for  several  days  preceding  the  de- 
parture for  the  Temple  in  working  out  the 
last  minute  details.  He  said  he  was  glad  for 
this  vacation  time,  without  which  he  could  not 
have  made  all  the  final  arrangements. 
The  efforts  of  all  who  helped  make  this  trip  possible  will  prove  a  great 
and  lasting  blessing  to  the  mission. 

Sincerely  your  brethren, 

South  African  Mission  Presidency 
Howard  C.  Badger 
Daniel  A.  Cherrett 
Alma  Donly 


THE  PRIESTHOOD  (Continued  from  page  294) 

one  crucial  aspect  —  putting  thoughts  into  action.  It  is  a  sobering  thought 
when  we  stop  to  think  a  little  more  deeply  than  usual  about  the  implica- 
tions when  this  happens.  Perhaps  here  I  can  draw  attention  to  the  Lord's 
words  in  Section  four  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

"Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God.  see  that 
ye  serve  Him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind,  and  strength, 
that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the  last  day. 

"Therefore,  if  ye  have  desires  to  serve  God  ye  are  called 
to  the  work." 
I  have  a  desire  to  serve,  a  desire  that  I  am  sure  we  all  have  and  yet, 
I  suppose  at  times  we  are  all  guilty  of  saying  to  ourselves,  "I'll  wait  until 
I  am  called  then  I  can  learn  to  lead."  I  do  think  though  that  this  is  wrong 
—  how  can  the  Lord  call  us  to  be  leaders  if  we  haven't  prepared  ourselves 
to  be  called?  The  Gospel  has  taught  me  to  "Prepare  ye,  prepare  ye  for 
that  which  is  to  come."  (D&CL12)  and  I  can  only  do  this  by  developing 
my  abilities  to  the  fullest  extent. 

I  know  that  the  Lord  needs  strong  leaders  in  His  Church,  especially 
if  we  stop  and  think  of  the  times  that  will  precede  the  start  of  the 
millenium.  These  will  be  hard  and  terrible  times.  They  will  test  the  leader- 
ship of  the  strongest  and  most  faithful  leaders  to  the  fullest;  and  many 
will  fail  in  their  task  through  lack  of  ability,  ability  which  could  possibly 
have  been  developed.  Only  the  strongest  will  stand  up  to  that  test  and 
pass  it.  A  sobering  thought  isn't  it?  But  it  is  true. 

My  simple  wish  is  to  be  able  to  pass  that  test,  to  fill  the  measure  of 
mv  creation  and  to  have  the  Lord  say  to  me,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant". 

I  pray  that  with  the  knowledge  of  things  learnt  in  earlier  years, 
together  with  the  principles  that  I  am  learning  in  the  Priesthood  that  I  will 
enjoy  the  fulfilment  of  this  wish. 
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My  Testimony 

by  one  of  our  fine  young  people.  Jennifer  Ball 

"We  need  your  guidance,"  we  as  teenagers  call,  if  not  audibly,  then 
in  our  hearts.  Whose  guidance  do  we  need?  Ma's?  Pa's?  Or  whose 
guidance? 

We  as  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
have  no  need  to  fail  in  right-doing.  I  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Mormon 
teenagers  have  many  people  in  the  world  to  guide  us  including  our 
prophet  on  this  earth,  and  of  course,  our  dear  Heavenly  Father. 

How  many  teenagers  today  pull  up  their  noses  at  the  thought  of 
religion?  How  many  turn  to  drugs  when  there  seems  no  other  solution 
available?  How  many  young  people  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  have 
devoted  parents  who  care  about  them  and  want  them  to  have  a  good 
upbringing?  There  must  be  thousands. 

We  of  the  Lord's  Church  have  a  different  idea.  I  know  that  my 
parents  are  doing  the  best  they  can  for  me.  I  know  also  that  there  is  always 
an  answer  to  a  problem.  If  you  have  tried  to  go  over,  under,  around  and 
through  the  problem,  and  there  is  seemingly  still  no  answer;  then  you  can 
go  down  on  your  knees  and  pray  for  help.  If  you  pray  sincerely,  you 
will,  without  any  doubt,  get  an  answer.  This  I  bear  testimony  to. 

My  life  survives  and  thrives  on  my  religion.  This  experience  I  have 
gained  through  the  years  that  I  have  been  a  member.  I  am  now,  and  eter- 
nally shall  be  grateful. 

What  is  religion?  To  some  it's  a  Sunday  affair.  To  others  it  is  nothing. 
Why  waste  Sunday  when  you  could  be  surfing  or  going  to  the  pictures. 
What  a  void  in  their  lives.  To  me  it  seems  superficial. 

Have  you  ever  heard  that  prayer  is  like  a  two-way  radio.  The  young 
generation  should  "switch  on"  and  ask  for  guidance.  We  cannot  expect 
an  answer  unless  we  live  the  laws  and  commandments  of  the  Lord.  How 
are  we  going  to  hear  our  radio  if  we  do  not  have  it  switched  on  —  and 
this  by  obedience. 

Let  us,  the  youth  of  the  Church  not  forget  the  value  of  prayer  and 
the  importance  of  prayer.  Let  us  not  be  afraid  to  say  proudly  that  we  are 
Mormons.  Let  us  keep  our  standards  high  and  not  lower  them  to  the  level 
of  those  around  us.  I  pray  that  the  youth  of  the  Church  today  will  hear 
the  call  of  the  Prophet  and  the  Lord.  Let  us  one  and  all  be  strong  and 
steadfast  in  the  faith  and  have  love  for  the  Gospel  which  is  ours  —  ours 
to  live. 

IF  THOU  HAS  OUGHT  .  .  .  (Continued  from  page  284) 

When  we  tarnish  the  reputation  of  those  with  whom  we  associate,  whether 
our  motive  is  such  or  not,  others  think  that  we  are  attempting  to  build 
ourselves  at  the  expense  of  others  and  we  are.  instead  of  being  made 
larger  in  their  eyes,  made  smaller.  A  member  of  the  first  presidency  of  the 
Church.  N.  Eldon  Tanner  has  said,  "Great  men  —  men  of  great  character 
need  not  belittle  others  or  magnify  their  weakness." 
Misunderstandings 

At  times  of  difference  of  opinion  and  so  forth  persons  often  feel 
offended  to  a  degree  when  actually  nothing  of  an  offensive  nature  has  been 
intended.  If  we  are  ever  offended,  no  matter  if  offense  has  been  intended  or 
not,  we  should  go  to  our  brother  and  speak  to  him  and  restore  mutual 
feelings  of  brotherhood  that  there  may  again  be  an  abiding  harmony  in 
ourselves  and  with  each  other  that  the  work  of  building  the  kingdom  and 
our  own  testimonies  will  not  be  slowed. 

May  our  goal  be  to  never  be  offended,  to  never  offend  and  to  resolve 
differences  with  a  spirit  of  love. 

Brent  C.  Jones 
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YOUR 

BRANCH 

ACTIVITIES 


MOWBRAY 


Branch,  Campers  Safe 


Beatrice  E.  Smith 


The  Branch  is  happy  to  report 
that  the  Scouts  and  young  girls 
who  were  away  camping  on  the 
night  of  the  Cape  earthquake  suf- 
fered no  ill -effects  from  the  severe 
shock  that  did  so  much  damage  in 
the  Cape  area.  We  are  indeed  grate- 
ful to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
safety  of  our  young  people  on  this 
occasion. 

The  month  began  with  an  extra 
special  District  Conference,  when 
Elder  Packer  and  his  wife  visited 
the  Saints  at  Mowbray.  The  con- 
ference was  well  attended  by  mem- 
bers from  Bellville,  Hermanus  and 
the  Worcester  Branches  and 
"Cumorah"  Chapel  was  filled  to 
the  utmost  capacity.  It  was  a  much 
appreciated  opportunity  to  make 
the  acquaintance  of  Elder  and  Sis- 
ter Packer  and  to  again  meet  with 
President   and   Sister  Badger. 

The  Highlight  of  the  season  was, 
of  course,  the  Gold  and  Green  Ball, 
which  was  held  on  the  26th  Sep- 
tember. Again,  the  two  Branches 
worked  in  close  harmony  to  achieve 
the  success  of  the  year.  The  hall 
was  beautifully  decorated  to  repre- 
sent a  scene  in  space.  Galaxies  of 
stars  and  planets  were  suspended 
from  the  ceiling.  The  signs  of  the 
Zodiac  added  to  the  general  impres- 
sion of  being  "away  from  it  all". 
We  wish  to  thank  the  dancers  who 
provided  the  splended  floor  show, 
and  the  refreshments  were  also  a 
delicious  treat. 


The  play,  "Make  Mine  Happy" 
was  staged  by  the  combined  MIA 
groups  of  Mowbray  and  Bellville. 
It  was  a  happy  event  for  both 
Branches.  The  actors  and  actresses 
seemed  to  enjoy  themselves  as 
much  as  the  audience  did.  It  is 
hoped  that  more  of  these  joint 
efforts  can  be  produced  in  the  near 
future. 

The  Relief  Society  has  been  hold- 
ing a  series  of  work-meetings  on 
Tuesday  mornings  in  preparation 
of  their  annual  bazaar.  The  sisters 
have  been  really  enjoying  the  com- 
panionship of  one  another,  and 
much  much  work  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

The  Primary  Programme  on  the 
evening  of  the  21st  September  was 
a  delightful  one.  The  theme,  "Pre- 
pare ye,  Prepare  ye,"  was  a  parti- 
cularly suitable  one  for  the  little 
folk.  It  was  really  touching  to  lis- 
ten to  the  little  ones  sing  their 
songs  and  give  their  talks. 

Sandra  Ridgeway  has  been  in  the 
hospital  but  is  now  back  home 
again.  Sister  Elizabeth  Deenik  has 
been  ill.  We  trust  they  will  soon  be 
restored  to   full   health   again. 

There  have  been  many  visitors 
from  all  over  South  Africa  this 
month.  It  was  particularly  nice  to 
welcome  the  Jakins  from  Durban 
and  Kuenings  and  the  Yorks  from 
the  Transvaal. 
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HERMANUS 

Participate  in  Spring  Festival 

E.  Barris 

We  enjoyed  Spring  Festival  Week  here  in  Hcrmanus  recently.  It  was 
certainly  a  lovely  time  to  be  by  the  sea.  The  six  mile  "Mini  Walk'*  was  a 
challenge  to  many  of  the  young  people  in  our  branch  who  all  finished  well 
in  more  ways  than  one  —  up  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 

The  Branch  MIA  joined  the  MIA  girls  camp  and  enjoyed  a  very 
educational  experience.  A  most  inspiring  testimony  meeting  was  held 
around  the  camp  fire. 

The  Nell  Family  left  on  the  23rd  for  Johannesburg  and  then  on  to 
London.  We  wish  them  a  pleasant  journey  to  the  Temple. 

The  Priesthood  climbed  to  the  top  of  "Hoy's  Koppie"  for  a  Sunrise 
Testimony  meeting.  For  them  it  was  a  wonderful  and  spiritually  uplifting 
experience. 

Relief   Society   enjoyed    a   demonstration    on   tray-making   by    Marie   du 
Toit. 
BELLVILLE 

New  Members 

Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 

One    of    the     highlights     of     the  agreed    that   the    play    "Make    Mine 

month    of   September   was   the   visit  Happy"    was   one    of   the    best   per- 

of   Elder  and   Sister   Packer  to  our  formances    of    this    type    ever    pre- 

District.  We  certainly  benefited  from  sented   in   the   Cape   District, 

their  remarks.  Everyone  who  attended  the  Gold 

It  was  with  great  joy  that  we  wel-  and    Green     Ball    of    which    Sister 

corned  Sister  Jeffrey  Todd  and  her  Valarie  Siems  was  chairman,  enjoy- 

family    into    our    branch.    This   fine  ed  a  very  lovely  evening, 

group    of    people    was    baptised    on  The    Primary    held    their    special 

6th    September.    We    know    that   the  faculty  hour  on  Sunday  evening  21st 

Todds    will    be    a   great   strength   to  September.   There  was  a   record  at- 

our  small  branch.  tendance  and  the  programme.  "Lift 

The  MIA  Parent  and  Youth  night  up     your     Voice     and     Sing"     was 

took  place  during  the  middle  of  the  beautifully    presented.   The   children 

month.  This  was  held  at   Mowbray  sang  like  little  angels  and  hearts  of 

on    a    District    basis    and    everyone  all  who  attended  were  touched. 
WELKOM 

Gold  and  Green  Ball  Success 

Sister  A.  Gilburt 

The  event  of  the  year  took  place  on  the  20th  September,  this  being 
the  Gold  and  Green  Ball.  The  theme  ol  the  dance  was  "Safari"  and  our 
thanks  must  go  out  to  Brother  and  Sister  Bill  Grobler  and  all  those  who 
helped  to  make  this  dance  the  success  that  it  was.  The  floor  show  was 
done  by  a  local  dancing  school  who  gave  us  an  exhibition  of  Ballet. 
Russian  and  Spanish  dancing.  The  Dance  was  attended  by  Brother  and 
Sister  Leek  from  Bloemfontein  and  Brother  and  Sister  Schultz  and  friends 
from  Klerksdorp. 

The  Boy  Scouts  of  our  Branch  have  just  returned  from  a  Scout  Camp 
at  which  they  were  honoured  in  being  chosen  as  part  of  the  guard  of 
honour  in  a  parade  at  the  official  opening  of  the  VVelkom  Scout  Head- 
quarters. The  local  Scout  groups  have  worked  industriously  over  the  past 
ten  years  to  be  able  to  pay  for  their  own  headquarters  and  we  are  proud 
that  our  sons  are  associated  with  such  a  fine  group  as  the  Scouts.  The 
boys  have  really  learned  a  lot  during  the  scout  camp  and  are  looking 
forward  with  anticipation  to  the  next  one. 
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To  Brother  and  Sister  Spear  we  send  our  deepest  sympathy  at  the 
passing  of  their  son.  Gavin,  in  Bloemfontein. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Member's  Funeral 

Elaine   Delpont 

The  Bloemfontein  Branch  sym-  We  held  a  very  enjoyable  film 
pathizes  with  the  Spear  family  on  show  and  talent  show, 
the  loss  of  their  son,  Gavin.  Be- 
sides the  many  branch  members  Two  of  our  members,  Brother 
who  were  in  attendance  at  the  and  Sister  Daubney,  left  to  go  to 
funeral,  many  men  from  the  Air  the  Temple  on  the  27th  .September. 
Force    also    attended.  We    wish    them    an    enjoyable    and 

uplifting    experience. 

MIA    members    from    Bloemfon- 
tein  attended   the    Gold   and   Green  Happy    Birthday    to    Brother    Jan 
Ball  which  was  held  in  Welkom.  Delpont   for  the  27th   September. 

RAMAH  I 

Temple  Trip 

Doreen  Fun-Nell 

This  month  has  been  one  of  activity  all  round.  Ramah  Chapel  was 
the  venue  of  a  very  pretty  wedding,  the  wedding  of  Sister  Patricia  Pyle  and 
Brother  Oliv  Tiam  on  September  27.  This  occasion  was  not  only  a  joyful 
one  for  this  happy  couple  but  for  all  of  the  Saints  throughout  the  South 
African  Mission  who  went  to  the  London  Temple  on  that  same  day.  Roy 
and  Lynne  Bradley  from  Ramah  I  went  to  the  Temple  as  representatives 
of  our  Branch.  Also  Sister  Patricia  Robinson  and  her  daughter  accompa- 
nied the  others  on  the  chartered  plane  to  the  Temple  to  do  Temple 
work  for  their  loved  ones  and  as  well  to  see  their  relatives  in  Ireland. 

We  have  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  a  very  fine  young  man  of  our 
branch  go  on  a  mission.  Elder  John  Hamilton  will  be  serving  in  Britain 
and  we  wish  him  all  of  the  Lord's  richest  blessings  as  he  labours  in  the 
field. 

Patricia  Holbrook  left  on  5  October  to  visit  and  work  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  We  trust  her  stay  will  be  a  pleasant  one  as  she  realizes  her  ambition 
to  serve  in  a  LDS  hospital. 

Our  scouts  had  a  camp  on  the  Kruger  Day  week-end.  Many  very  good 
reports  have  been  received  on  the  behaviour  of  our  boys  and  we  are 
proud  of  them. 

The  Branch  Spring  Sing  was  a  great  success.  Our  Branch  Presidency 
and  the  second-year  beehives  tied  for  first  place.  Unfortunately  everyone 
can't  win  as  all  of  the  numbers  were  very  well  done.  We  wish  to  thank  all 
those  who  participated  and  organized  this  fine  activity. 

New  converts  to  the  Church,  Sister  Stevenson.  Brother  and  Sister 
McAlpine,  and  Brother  Transfelt,  are  all  becoming  actively  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  We  wish  them  true  happiness  as  they  work  in  their 
Heavenly  Father's  Kingdom. 

The  Relief  Society  is  in  full  swing,  and  the  Sisters  are  enjoying  work- 
ing together.  Sunday  School  attendance  is  increasing,  and  we  are  very 
grateful.  Everyone  is  doing  a  great  job. 

Sister  Keyes,  our  Primary  President,  has  not  been  too  well  of  late.  We 
hope  to  see  her  complete  recovery  shortly.  Little  Karen  Viljoen  has  had 
her  last  operation  to  her  feet.  We  wish  her  a  complete  recovery  in  her 
health. 

James  and  Signe  Thompson  have  had  another  lovely  addition  to  their 
family  —  a  little  girl. 
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SPRINGS 
i 

Branch  Presi 

Susan  E 
President  Douglas  Hulbert.  our 
Branch  President,  and  his  Counsel- 
lors were  honourably  released  this 
month.  President  Hulbert  has  served 
the  Springs  Branch  as  President  for 
the  past  twelve  years.  During  his 
tenure  of  leadership  the  member- 
ship has  grown  in  Springs  to  such 
an  extent  that  classrooms  had  to 
be   added   to  the  chapel  here. 

Kenneth  S.  Armstrong  was  sus- 
tained as  Branch  President  with 
Anthony  A.  Storrer  and  Victor  B. 
Jubber  as  first  and  second  counsel- 
lors, respectively.  We  congratulate 
these  brethren  on  their  callings  and 
hope  that  they  will  be  very  success- 
ful. We  also  congratulate  President 
Hulbert  on  his  new  calling  as  a 
District  Councilman.  Another 
change  in  the  Branch  occurred 
when  Brother  Hugh  D.  Campbell 
was  sustained  as  the  Branch  Execu- 
tive   Secretary. 

EAST  RAND 


dent  Released 


Campbell 

Our  best  wishes  to  Eddie  Mathem 
and  Margaret  Jubber  who  became 
engaged  in  August.  They  celebrated 
the  occasion  with  a  Braaivleis  at 
which  everyone  had  a  very  good 
time. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  Brother 
Erold  up  and  about  again  after  the 
accident  and  operation  which  he 
has  suffered.  We  pray  that  he  will 
continue  to  improve. 

The  Sisters  are  busily  engaged  in 
making  articles  for  their  forth- 
coming bazaar.  Some  very  beautiful 
articles  have  been  completed  and 
we  wish  to  thank  those  concerned 
for  their  efforts.  We  know  that  the 
results  of  the  bazaar  will  be  fruit- 
ful. 

On  August  4,  a  bouncing  baby 
girl  was  born  to  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Anthony  Storrer.  We  congratu- 
late Brother  Tony  and  Sister 
Emily. 


New  Auxiliary  Heads 

Denise   Young 

There  have  been  a  few  changes  in  the  auxiliaries  of  our  Branch. 
Brother  Swanepoel.  formerly  of  the  Durban  Branch,  is  our  new  Sunday 
School  Superintendent.  Brother  Valentine  Jacobs  and  Sister  Daphne 
Alexander  are  the  new  leaders  of  our  MIA. 

At  present  our  numbers  are  sorely  depleted  as  three  of  our  families 
are  with  the  Saints  in  their  temple  trip.  We  certainly  wish  them  every 
blessing  on  this  trip  as  well  as  a  safe  return. 

BULAWAYO 

Pioneer  Day  Activities 

Dawn  Owen 


During  our  recent  Pioneer  Day 
holiday  many  saints  gathered  at  the 
chapel  for  a  sunrise  testimony  meet- 
ing. This  was  a  first  for  Bulawayo. 
After  the  meeting  we  enjoyed  an 
early  bird  breakfast  on  the  chapel 
grounds  which  followed  by  Volly- 
ball  and  baseball.  Weary  after  all 
this  activity,  the  younger  members 
went  swimming.  A  large  crowd, 
members  and  non-members,  was  in 
attendance  and  a  great  time  was 
had   by  all.   In   the  evening  a   large 


group  met  at  the  home  of  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  John  Finlayson  to 
celebrate  the  birthdays  of  two  of 
the  Missionaries  and  also  Sister 
Denise  Milne  who  just  turned   IS. 

MIA  activities  are  becoming  real 
gems.  The  lessons  are  very  interest- 
ing and  there  is  always  something 
of  interest  for  the  young  and  old 
alike.  A  wonderful  informative  film 
on  the  "Six  Day  Israeli  war"  was 
well  attended.  We  have  a  few 
changes  in  our  MIA  organization. 
Brother    Rob    Roy   was    released    as 
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YMMIA  superintendent  and  Bro-  tural  Show  in  the  BSA  Police  Dis- 
ther  Trevor  Hurbert  was  sustained  play.  Another  welcome  young  visi- 
in  his  place.  Brother  John  Gallag-  tor  was  Brother  Donald  Wilson 
her  was  sustained  as  first  counsel-  from  Durban  who  spent  10  days 
lor.  visiting  with  one  of  our  Bulawayo 
Welcome  visitor  this  month  was  families  prior  to  leaving  on  a  mis- 
Brother  Jack  Stevens  down  from  sion.  May  the  Lord  be  your  con- 
Salisbury.  He  was  here  for  about  stant  companion  Brother  Donald 
ten   days  appearing   at  the   Agricul-  in  the  two  years  ahead. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 

MIA  Strong 

Connie  de  Bruin 

The  MIA  has  had  a  strong  beginning  and  is  being  well-supported.  It 
is  lovely  to  have  this  wonderful  auxiliary  functioning  again. 

The  Saturday  evening  games  club  is  also  being  well  supported  and 
with  its  various  activities  is  generating  a  lot  of  fun  and  enthusiasm  among 
branch  members. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  21st  September  with  President 
and  Sister  Randal  and  President  and  Sister  Nel  from  the  District  present. 
It  is  always  a  treat  to  hear  from  these  wonderful  people. 

The  sisters  are  all  very  busy  preparing  for  the  Relief  Society  Fete 
which  is  to  be  held  on  the  29th  November. 

Also,  many  are  busy  engaged  preparing  for  the  wedding  of  Sister 
Val  Walsh  and  Koos  Scheltema  which  will  take  place  early  in  October. 

EAST  LONDON 


BYU  Basketball  Coach  Visits 

Maria  Van  Heerden 

A   very  prominent  visitor  to  our  all  of  these  fine  people  enjoyed  their 

city  was    Brother   Stan   Watts,   Bas-  stay, 
ket-ball    coach    at    Brigham    Young 

University.  Unfortunately  he  had  a  A    very    proud    day    for    Arthur 

very    tight   schedule    and   could    not  Muller    was    Sunday,    28th    Septem- 

attend  any  meetings  with  us.  Other  ber.  when  he  baptised  his  daughter 

visitors    to     our    Branch    were    the  Iris.    We    extend    a    warm    welcome 

Bricknells  from  Welcome.  We  hope  to  her. 


WHEN  YE  SEE  THESE  SIGNS  (Continued  from  page  296) 

and    offerings    built    his    home    for  he  will   shorten   their  days  and  the 

Him.    And    for    those    who    ignore  times    of    tribulation.    For   he   said. 

His    warnings    he    says    "Watch    for  "Behold,  I  am  with  you  always." 
ye    know    not    the    hour    when    the  May  our  Father  in  Heaven  bless 

Son  of  man  shall  come."  The  Lord  you    in   keeping  his  commandments 

is  not  slack   in  His  promise,  for  he  and    strengthen    your    testimony    is 

said  unto  those  who  are  faithful  in  my  prayer  and  blessing  in  the  name 

keeping    His    commandments:    For  of  Jesus  Christ. 

304  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER     November.    1969 


Missionary  Activities 


4km    d 


ELDER   ANDERSON 


ELDEB   GORE 


ELDER    LINDSTROM 


ELDER    NEWMAN 


Arrivals 


ELDER    ROGER   ANDERSON   arrived   September   27.   Elder   Anderson   is   from   Ogden.    Utah 

and  is  working  in  Pietermarit/burg. 
ELDER    DOUGLAS    GORE    arrived    September    27    from    Castro    Valley.    California.    Elder 

Gore  is  labouring  with  Elder  Lasater  in  Krugersdorp. 
ELDER    DAN    LINDSTROM    arrived    from    Salt    Lake    City.    Utah    on    September    27.    Elder 
Lindstrom  is  labouring  with  Elder  Harper  in  Pretoria. 
ELDER    ROBERT    NEWMAN    arrived     September    27     from    Salt    Like    City.    Utah.    Elder 

Newman  is  labouring  in  Cape  Town. 


Transfers 


ELDER  RICHARD  PILLING  has  been  transferred  from  Johannesburg  to  Krugcrsdorp. 
ELDER   DE   MAR    ROBERTS   has  been   transferred   from  Johannesburg  to   Krugersdorp. 
ELDER   GARY    HARPER   has   been    transferred    from    Krugersdorp   to   Vcrecniging. 
ELDER    DAN    HEINER    has   been   transferred    from    Krugersdorp.    He    is   awaiting   assignment 

in  the   Mission   Home. 
ELDER    DOUGLAS    HART    has    been    transferred    from    Vcrecniging    to    the    Mission    Home. 

Elder  Hart  is  the  Mission  Commissarian 
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FROM  OUR   RECORDS 


BLESSINGS 


I'll    li!!\IM(ll/l!l    l((, 
DE    BRUIN.    I  eslcy    Anne    blessed   AuBiist    3. 

1969. 
LEACH.    Dcnhv    blessed    August    17.    1969. 

MIDLANDS 
NEALE.   Jeanctte    Katherine    blessed    June    I. 
1969. 

PRETORIA 
BLIGHT.   Caroline    blessed    August    31.    1969. 
COMRIE.    Liesl    Darlenc    blessed    August    31. 

1'XiM. 

FICHARDT.    Janita    Gail    blessed    August    3. 
1969. 


HODGE,  Angclinc  Marika  blessed  August 
31,     1969. 

VAN    ZVL.    Alistcr    blessed    August    3.    1969. 

MUNGER,  Shaync  Anthony  blessed  Octo- 
ber  5,    1969. 

BEVAN,    Troy    Anthony    blessed    October    5, 

1969. 

MOWBRAY 

ELLIOTT,  Gordon  Michael  blessed  October 
5,     1969. 

ELLIOTT.  Vivian  Nicolctte  blessed  Octo- 
ber   5,     1969. 


BAPTISMS 


BLOEMFONTEIN 

COMERINK.      Johanna      Hcrmina      baptised 
September  6.   1969. 

WEBB,    Lloyd    Ivor    baptised    September    6. 
1969. 

SALISBURY 

WAINWRIGHT,     Paul     baptised     September 
6th,    1969. 

BRAGGE.     Debroh    Ann     Kathleen    baptised 
September  6.   1969. 

MILLER.    James    Malcolm    baptised    Septem- 
ber,   20.    1969. 

MILLER.     Jenncfer     Ann     baptised     Septem- 
ber 20.    1969. 

NIELD.    Sharon    Catherine    baptised    October 
4,    1969. 

BULAWAYO 

BEN1NGFIELD,    Robin    baptised    September 
20.    1969. 

GALLAGHER,    Rita    Mary    baptised   Septem- 
ber 20.   1969. 

GALLAGHER,   John   baptised   September   20, 
1969. 

HASWELL,     John     David     baptised    Septem- 
ber 28.    1969. 

HASWELL.     Leslie     Margaret    baptised    Sep- 
tember 28,   1969. 

RAMAH    I 

McALPINE,        Donald        Andrew        baptised 
August  30.    1969. 

OLIVER.  Michelle   baptised  August   30.   1969. 

TRANSFELDT,      Ensor      Edward,      baptised 
August  30,   1969. 

RAMAH    II 

KROESEN,    Chervl    Lenore    baptised    March 
30.    1969. 

CLARK,    Charles   William   baptised   June    14. 
1969. 

CLARK,     Caryll     Glenis    baptised    June     14, 
1969. 


PRETORIA 


DREYER,     Albertus  Johannes  baptised  August 

2.    1969. 
DREYER,    Maria   Catharina    baptised    August 

2.    1969. 
DREYER,   Amanda   baptised   August  2.    1969. 
DREYER.   Vanncsa   baptised   August   2     1969. 
FICHARDT.      Charles       Augustus      baptised 

August    2.    1969. 
FICHARDT,   Deborah   Alice   baptised   August 

2.     1969. 
FICHARDT,       Lawrence       Pictcr       baptised 

August  29,   1969. 
KNOESEN,       William       Fredrick       baptised 

August  2.   1969. 
ELLIOT.   Lesley   Ann   baptised   May   3     1968. 

1969. 
DuPLESSIS,       Jacques       Christian       baptised 

August  29.    1969. 
FARQUHARSON.     Graham     Craig     baptised 

July  5.   1969. 

EAST   LONDON 

MULLER,  Iris  Elizabeth  baptised  Septem- 
ber 28.   1969. 

MOWBRAY 

ELLIOTT.  Alexandra  Fraser  baptised  Octo- 
ber  4.    1969. 

ELLIOTT,  Stella  Elaine  baptised  October  4. 
1969. 

SANDERS.  Lawrence  Anthony  baptised 
October  4,    1969. 

DURBAN 

JAKINS,  Brent  Ritchie  baptised  September 
26.    1969. 


ORDINATIONS 


VEREENIGING 
McKNIGHT.    Ockert    Johannes    Jacobus    or- 
dained  an   Elder  September   7,    1969. 
RAMAH    I 
HAMILTON.     John      William     ordained     an 
Elder  September  16.   1969. 
SALISBURY 
TAYLOR.    Colin    Peter    ordained    a    Deacon 

July    27.    1969. 
CORBETT,   Colin    Dawes   ordained    an    Elder 
September   21,    1969. 


PRETORIA 

LION  CACHET.  Caiman  ordained  a  Dea- 
con August   10.   1969. 

SWART.  Barend  Petrus  ordained  a  Deacon 
June  29,   1969. 

EAST   LONDON 
VAN     HEERDEN.    Willem    Johan    ordained 
a  Teacher  October  12.  1969. 

(Continued    on    foot    of    page    307) 
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THE  EXTERMINATION  ORDER  (Continued  from  page  288) 

Elace.    Notwithstanding  all   this   General    Lucas    reported   to   the   governor 
ow  orderly  and  decorous  were  his  troops. 

After  these  trying  scenes,  the  prisoners  were  started  for  Independence, 
under  a  strong  guard  commanded  by  General  Lucas  and  General  Wilson. 
On  the  way  orders  came  from  General  Clark  to  have  the  prisoners  sent 
to  him,  but  this  General  Lucas  was  not  willing  to  do.  Clark,  without 
question,  wanted  the  honour  of  putting  the  prisoners  to  death.  Through 
his  vanity,  Lucas  wanted  to  exhibit  them  before  their  enemies  in  Jackson 
County,  and  pose  as  a  great  hero  in  triumph.  Between  the  rivalry  of  the 
two,  not  forgetting  the  hand  of  the  Lord  which  was  over  them,  their 
lives  were  spared. 

Parley  P.  Pratt  declared  that  General  Wilson  made  the 
following  statement:  "It  was  repeatedly  insinuated,  by  the 
other  officers  and  troops,  that  we  should  hang  you  prisoners 
on  the  first  tree  we  came  to  on  the  way  to  independence.  But 
I'll  be  d  ....  d  if  anybody  shall  hurt  you.  We  just  intend  to 
exhibit  you  in  Independence,  and  let  the  people  look  at  you. 
and  see  what  a  d  ...  d  set  of  fine  fellows  you  are.  And.  more 
particularly  to  keep  you  from  that  old  bigot  of  a  general, 
Clark,  and  his  troops,  from  down  the  country,  who  are  so 
stuffed  with  lies  and  prejudice,  that  they  would  shoot  you 
down  in  a  moment." 

The  text  used  is  from  Essentials  in 
Church  History,  by  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith. 

**Note:  After  many  months  of  suffering  in  various  jails,  these  brethren 
were  released  or  escaped  and  rejoined  the  main  body  of  saints  who  were 
then  beginning  to  build  Nauvoo. 

WHAT  IS  YOUR  RECORD?  (Continued  from  page  283) 

"We  ought  to  do  what  we  ought  to  do  when  we  ought  to  do  it."  We  do 
those  things  we  want  to  do.  We  make  time  for  what  we  feel  is  most  impor- 
tant. Let's  feel  that  our  most  important  assignment  is  doing  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  We  must  find  time  to  give  our  families  the  companionship  and 
guidance  they  need.  We  must  find  time  to  make  a  living.  The  Lord  Will 
also  give  us  time  to  do  the  work  to  which  He  has  called  us. 

May  I  close  in  paraphrasing  the  words  of  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer  in  one 
of  the  meetings:  "I  pray  that  the  Lord  will  make  each  of  us  in  this  mission 
restless  and  uncomfortable  until  we  conscientiously  do  the  assignment 
which  has  been  given  us  in  His  Church." 

Sincerely  and  faithfully. 
Howard  C.  Badger. 
*See  "They  Speak  for  Themselves"  —  in  this  issue. 


MARRIAGES 

DURBAN  PIETERMARITZBURG 

Eunice      Muriel      Messer      married      Andrew  Lynda    Joan    Gover    married    Benjamin    Wil- 

James    Robertson    February    1.    1969,    Dur-  liam     Leach     February     17,     1968,     Pieter- 

ban.  maritzburg. 

DEATHS 

BELLVILLE 

SMITH.  Frank  Ernest  died  October   1.    1969. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  RAM  AH   I 

SPEAR,    Ronald    Gavin    died    September    18.        HYDE.      Margaretha      Jacoba      Maria      died 
1969.  August   29.    1969. 
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They   %|i€"«*k   for    I  Ik* ■■■%<* I* <*% 


Hypocrisy  works  two  ways:  It 
makes  the  bad  man  hide  his  bad- 
ness for  fear  of  the  good  man,  and 
the  good  man  hide  his  goodness 
for  fear  of  the  bad  man. 


The  amount  of  sleep  required  by 
individuals  varies  .  .  .  except  that 
each  person  needs  just  five  minutes 
more. 


Fortunate  is  the  man  who  is  too 
busy    to    tell    how    busy   he    is. 


Guest:  What  kind  of  pie  is  this, 
apple   or    peach? 

Waitress :  What  does  it  taste 
like? 

Guest:     Glue. 

Waitress :  Then  it  must  be  peach. 
The  apple   tastes   like   putty. 


A  friend  is  not  so  much  one  to 
whom  you  can  go  for  help  when 
you  are  in  trouble.  That  has  its 
value.  But  a  friend  is  one  to  whom 
you  can  go  when  he  is  in  trouble. 


It    is   error   only,   and   not   truth, 
that    shrinks    from    inquiry. 

—    Thomas    Paine 


The  most  fertile  soil  does  not 
necessarily  produce  the  most  abun- 
dant harvest.  It  is  the  use  we  make 
of  our  faculties  which  render  them 
valuable. 

—    Higginson 


Let    him    that    would    move    the 
world,    first   move   himself. 

—    Socrates 


No  one  ever  wants  a  lot; 
At  least  no  one  confesses; 
Only   a   little   more 
Than  he  just  now  possesses. 


—  Paul  Armstrong 


If  you  never  break  a  promise, 
if  you  always  pay  the  money  you 
owe  exactly  on  the  day  that  it  is 
due,  nobody  will  know  but  that 
you  are  worth  a  billion  dollars. 
And  you  will  be  just  as  good  a 
risk  as  a  man  worth  a  billion,  for 
all  that  he  could  do  would  be  to 
pay   promptly  on  the   due   date. 

—  Alexander  Hamilton 


You  will  never  "find  time"  for 
anything.  If  you  want  time,  you 
must   make   it. 


Physical  strength  is  measured  by 
what  one  can  carry;  spiritual,  by 
what    one    can    bear. 

—    Ivan    Panin 


Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth 
wisdom,  and  the  man  that  getteth 
understanding.  For  the  merchandise 
of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandise 
of  silver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than 
fine  gold. 

—  Proverbs   3:13-14 
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